
Jhe Renoissonce-style Piozzo dei Covolieri is open for visiis
I just o few minutes from the Tower. A symbol of the Medici

rule over the city, it wos commissioned by Cosimo I in honour
of the Order of Knights of St. Stephen ond wos designed by
Vqsori. lt houses the most importont buildings ond churches of
Grond Ducol Piso, in porticulor the Polqzzo deiCovolieri' (olso

colled Polozzo dello
Corovono) with its
mojestic foqode.

The very identity
of medievol Piso is
echoed throughout
its historic centre,
ieeming with o
dense network olleys.
The street of Borgo
Slretlo2 once united
two bridges thot
ollowed possoge
on the wotenvoys

Auser (todoy Serchio), to the north of the city, ond Arno to
the souih. This is where the Church of Son Michele in Borgo3 is
locoted, on exomple of the rich potrimony of Pison churches,

with its beoutiful foqode feoiuring on intriguing detoil: eorly
17th-century inscriptions by students singing the proises of the
condidotes running for University Rector.

The Son Motleo Nofionol Museuma on the Lungorno Mediceo
houses importont collections of medievol Pison pointings ond
sculptures, wood corvings ond illuminoted monuscripts.

The Polozzo Reole Notionol Museums. formerlv o summer
residence of the
Medici fomily,
disploys period
furn ishings ond
topestries os well
os o collection
of orms from the
Gioco del  Ponte.
I t  o lso houses o
ploster cost gollery
ond o col lect ion
of pointings by
Antonio Ceci .

Other churches worth o visit ore Sonlo Sepolcro6 on the
Lungorno Gol i le i ,  bui l t  on on octogonol plon inspired by the
model of lhe Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusolem, ond
the peculior Church of Sonlo Morio dello SpinoT, built in 'l230, 

o
remorkoble exomple of Gothic ort in Europe.

The or igin of the nome con be troced bock to the foct thot o
"spino" (thorn) from the crown worn by Christ ot his crucifixion,
wos preserved here. Another must-see church is the Chieso of
Son Poolo o Ripo d'Arno8, olso by the riverside.
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Out of town but equolly impressive is ihe Romonesque
Bosilico of Son Piero o Grodoe, where, occording to legend,
tne opostle Peter londed in 44 AD. The monumentol three-oisle
interior is impressive; the outside feotures three opses of one
end ond o fourth opse in ploce of the foqode of the other.

ll lustrious nomes from the llolion science trodition con cloim
P so os their birth city, including mothemoticion Leonordo
F;bonocci, physicist Antonio Pocinotti, ond the world-fomous
Golileo Golilei, fother of modern science.

in Piso ccn be found in
numerous spots oround the
city, in o kind of itinerory
thot recolls imoortont
moments of his life. lt
sets off from the Leoning
Tower. where the scientist
corried out ihe free foll
motion exoeriment, ond
the Cothedrol, where o
lomo led him to discover
the isochronism of the
oendulum. to then reoch
the house where he wos
born on 15 Februory 1564.

The next ports of coll on
the trocks of Golilei ore the
Museum of Colculofion
Inslrumenlsro, which houses

s:verol of his instruments, including the geometic ond militory
cJrnposs, ond the Domus Goliloeonott, which conserves two
c-rtogrophed letters.

Todoy the city of Piso sti l l  holds its ploce os o centre of
:xcellence in the field of reseorch thonks to its prestigious
University (founded in 1343), the Scuolo Normole Superiore in
-.,e Piozo dei Covolieri, the Scuolo Superiore Sonl'Anno ond
-"e Notionol Reseorch Council (CNR).

The Lungorni
piso's AncienlMorilime Republic hos o greot deol to offer beside
I the renowned Tower ond is well worth o few doys' stoy, ju:

enough time to toke in oll of its gems. The city grew ond developed i
ond oround the inlets of the Arno, which lend the view of the Lungon
ond lhe mojestic grond ducol buildings, Romonesque ond Gothi
style churches ond the overlooking Medievol ond Renoissonc
fortificotions. The ollure of the Lungornir2 hos feotured in works b
such outhors os Byron, Shelley, Montesquieu, Leopordi, Corducc
D'Annunzio ond Foscolo.

The Lungorni ore especiolly spectoculor of night with the lights fror
the lomps ond buildings reflecting on the woter of the river. On th
evening of June l6th, in celebrotion of the potron soint, the outline
of the buildings ond bridges ore decoroted with thousonds of light
this is the mogicol otmosphere of the luminoro (il luminotions).
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The Gioco del Ponle (Gom
of the Bridge) is olso held on th
Lungorni. This fomous historic<
commemorotion entoils
long costume porode, ofte
which the two town districts c
Tromontono ond Mezzogiorn
chollenge eoch other to o te:
of strength where they try t
push o heovy cort on roils int
the opposing field.

The potron festivol, hel
os port of the Giugno Pison
evenis. drows to o close wit
the Regotlo of Son Roniel

o boot roce which is o legocy of the prestigious trodition of Piso',
Moritime Reoublic. This trodition con olso be troced to the mor
recently estoblished (1 956) Regotto of lhe Ancienl Morilime Republicr,B

:

F
Beyond the lower... onother Piso
fhere is on enil're city to discover beyond the Tower ond here
I ore just o few suggesfions. Ihis ofher side of Piso lreofs visiiors

-c interesting offrocfions, on olternotive to fhe clossic sighlseeing
:! the Piozzo dei Mirocoli.

Sites of qrl qnd hislory
Piso's ortistic evolution continues to ihis doy, reveoling itself in

:cofions thot ore dedicoted to contemoororv ort thot enriches
-'re city, blending well wiih the very eoiliest settings. The murol
Tutlomondor3 by the
;mericon ortist Keith
Horing, the lorgest
,.vork ever produced
i^ Europe, con be
:een on the woll of the
Convenl of Sl. Anthony.
\vhile Lo Porto dello
Scpienzo by the greot
crtisl Pietro Coscello
cnd the fountoin ot
Plozzo dello Stozione by
Arnoldo Pomodoro ore
rvonderful exomples of
s:ulpturol ort.
rre Grophics Museumra, in the Polozzo Lonfronchi on lhe Lungorni
rouses the collections of the Deoortment of Prints ond Drowinos of-re university of Piso Arl History Deporlment

Polozzo Blu1s, formerly Polozzo Giuli Dell'Agnello, on the Lungorno
Gombocorti is one of the city's most impressive buildings, thonks to
iis three floors ond the elegont 16th century style foqode. lts history is
irtertwined with thot of the citv: it wos built in the second holf of ihe

14th century ond underwent substontiol extension works in the l6t
cenlury. Renovoted ond monoged by the Piso Fondozione Coss,
di Rispormio, todoy it
is o centre of cullurol
promotion, feoturing
lorge exhibition spoces
occommodoiing the
ort collection of the
Fondozione.

The Ancient Ships
Excovolion Silet6 is
locoted o short dislonce
outside of the wolls of
the medievolcify, in the
direction of the seo. This
is on octuol site of excovotion. reseorch ond restorotion.

Green oreqs
The Orto BotonicorT, botonicol gorden, of the University of Pis,

wos creoted in 1544, moking it the oldest university botonic<
gorden in the world.

It wosn't olwoys in its present locotion, however: it wos founde,
oi the Arsenole Mediceo, Medici shipyord, on the right bonks c
the river Arno.

The Giordino Scotlors is onother reloxino oreen zone in the cit
centre ihot interloces history ond noture. The gorden
wos creoted by Giovonni Coluri of the beginning
of the 19th century for the Scotlo fomily, who hod
ocquired the fortress from Pietro Leopoldo di Loreno
in  1798.

Evidence of Goli leo's oresence

LINICA



Pic.zzo dei Mirocoli The Piozzo del Duomo in Piso is universoll'
Here visitors con odmire oll the monumen'
religious life ond which the poet Gobrier,
due to their beouty ond originolity: the C
Monumentole ond the Leonino Tower. The
Heri toge Sife in 1987.

The Piozzo is o oedestrion oreo ond is c
its definitive oppeoronce in the l9th centr
Alessqndro Gherordesco, who oversow th
The leoning of the Tower, the most fomous
silt soil on which its foundotions were loid, ju
in the 1990s reduced the leoning by orounr
ogoin opened to the public, olbeit with mor,

The nucleus of the Piozo is the Cothedrol
to Sonto Morio Assunto. Building begon c
in 1063. The Boptistry, dedicoted to Sf. Jof
foqode of the Cothedrol, replocing o pre'
the north of the Cothedrol. lts interior is or
thot only covers the internol round of pillors
lorgest boptistry in both ltoly ond the world

Composonlo
At the northern edge of the Piazza is the Camposanto. Legend has it that
it was built around a layer of earth brought to Pisa by sea from the Holy
Land after the Second Crusades in the 12th century. It is a rectangular
cloister structure in florid gothic style.

During the Second World War an artillery round landed on the lead roof
causing the perimeter walls to melt and sag, along with their marvellous
frescoes., including the Triumph of Death. Restoration works commenced
immediately after the war and are still underway today. When the frescoes
peeled away from the wall preliminary drawings of the frescoes were
uncovered and can be seen today on display in the Museo delle Sinopie.

Museo delle Sinopie
A roof fire at the Camposanto Monumentale in July 1944 brought about
the dilemma of how best to conserve the frescoes of the Camposanto and
their sinopie (preliminary drawings), brought to light once again in 1947
by the first "tearings" ofthe overlying paintings.

The current museum structure is on the south side of Piazza dei Miracoli.
opposite the Camposanto, and was set up between 1976 and 1979 in a
specially restored pavilion of the early hospital, Ospedale di Santa
Chiara. The museum is spread over a metallic structure comprising
platforms and screens connected by a lift. The works are displayed on
panels on the walls or hung on trusses.

This collection is the most extensive cycle of 14th - 16th century graphics
in existence. There are marvellous preliminary drawings by Buonamico
Buffalmacco, Francesco di Traino, Spinello Aretino, Taddeo
Gaddi, Betrozzo Gozzoli and other artists. Some of the most significant
sinopie are the Triumph of the Death, the Last Judgement, t}:'e Storie di
Anacoreti and the Crucifi.xion. by Francesco di Traino, the Theological
Cosmos by Piero di Puccio and the Storie Biblicheby Benozzo Gozzoli and
his workshop.

Cqthedrql
An open space outside ofthe ancienl
the Pisan Cathedral. Works began ur
wake of the successful expedition to
the Cathedral, dedicated to Santa M
religious structure would centre on
later, under the design and direction r
the nave was lengthened and the spl



,.ersolly known by ihe nome Piozzo dei Mirocoli.
rJments thot moke up the centre of the town's
;obriele d'Annunzio once def lned os miroc/es,
:he Coihedrot,  the Bopt istry,  the Composonto

er. The Piozzo wos clossified os o UNESCO World

.C is covered by o lorge lown. l t  only ossumed
' century, moinly ihrough the work of orchitect
scw the restorot ion of the fomous monuments.
rrous bell iower in the world. is due to the sondy
lcid,  just three metres deep. Consol idot ion works
cround 40 cent imetres ond the Tower wos once
r^ more limited occess thon previously permitted.

^edrol ,  o splendid morble cothedrol  dedicoted
)gon on the five-oisle Loiin cross plon structure
S-. John the Boptist, rises in front of the western
: previous, smoller bopiistry thot used to be to

c ' i s  on  unusuo l  t runcoted  cone-shoped dome
'cl l lors.  With o circumference of 

'107.25 
m, i t  is the

r .vOrld.

\ -

rncient walls was chosen as the setting for
rgan under the direction of Buscheto in the
tion to Palermo in 1063. His conception of
rnta Maria Assunta, meant that the entire
rre on the large dome. One hundred years
ection of another great architect, Rainaldo,
the splendid fagade produced.

Museo dell 'Opero
The Pisa Museo dell'Opera del Duomo is housed in a 13th century building
inPiazza dei Miracoli, just a few metres from the Leaning Tower. It was
first opened in 1986 to house the artefacts removed from the Cathedral
and the Baptistry, while ensuring both their protection and greater public
use and accessibility.

The works by Tino di Camaino and Giovanni Pisano are particularly
impressive, including the ivory Virgin with child sculpted by Giovanni in
1300 for the high altar of the Duomo.
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Leoning fower
The first stone of the Leaning Tower was set during the commemoration
of the Assumption on 9 august 1173. While the signatures of the creators
of the other monuments in the Piazza can be traced, the Bell Tower is not
signed; an intriguing detail that fuels the debate on its first creator and
first decade of the BeII Tower. In 1185 sinking and the resulting leaning
halted works for almost a century. Giovanni di Simone, who had been
engaged on the Church of San, Francesco with its bold bell tower in those
years, was entrusted to carry on the works. Thanks to the architect's
extraordinary skill in containing the effects of the inclination, the works
continued until the date of the navel defeat of the Meloria in 1284. The
seventh and last ring of the BeIl Tower, used as a bell tower cell, was
conceived and produced by Tomrnaso Pisano around the mid-14th
century.

Boptistry
Construction of Pisa Baptistry was begun in 1153 by Diotisalvi, architect
of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. The monument was renovated in
1278, according to an inscription between two pillars of the building.
There is little information on the exact working methods used or on how
the baptistry was built in its current form. The baptistry is surrounded
by archlets decorated with heads and sculptures believed to be by Nicola
and Giovanni Pisano and considered to be some of their most important
works. At the centre of the monument is a beautiful baptismal font; the
1260 pulpit by the great Nicola Pisano is set close to the altar.
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